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SANDFORD NEWS
Strongvox development – Russet
Copse.
THE JUNIOR PLAYING PITCH- YOUR
COMMENTS PLEASE!
Would you support a multi-use games area, for
use by all the community, on the Strongvox
playing pitch site?
PLEASE SEND YOUR MESSAGE ‘ Yes/No  to a
MUGA ‘ plus any comments, so we can relay this
back to North  Somerset Council and the Parish
Council to sng@winscombeandsandford.org.uk, or
via Facebook..
https://www.facebook.com/Winscombe-and-
Sandford-Website-935643569910610/

THE SITUATION NOW
The overall plan is for Strongvox to transfer the
pitch to North Somerset Council .

However, uptake on these houses has been slow
(118 houses to be built, work started 20th January
2018, currently 33 houses sold, 19 reserved, work
ongoing)   Promised amenities, such as the junior
playing pitch, children’s play area,  footpath
improvements, nature friendly  landscaping, have
yet to appear. North Somerset Council have been
trying for over a year  to get Strongvox to agree to
put in drainage for the junior playing pitch site,
which has  remained resolutely boggy throughout,
and to put in adequate fencing, to prevent the risk
of balls and children colliding with traffic on the
perimeter road, unfortunately without success.

The Council has now offered the  Parish  Council a
long lease of the playing pitch, with use by the
primary school from 8 am to 5pm, and 4 separate
days for school events, the remainder of the time
available for the Parish Council to let out.  It’s
understood the School has already made the point
to the Council  that school use of the pitch is likely
to be very limited.  There is no  separate entrance /
footbridge directly from the school to the pitch,
which is not being provided,  and finding the staff
to safely escort children, via the A368, to the pitch
will be a problem.

Under the lease offered, the Parish Council would
have to be responsible for insurance, and
maintenance, and if Strongvox continue to refuse to

drain or fence the site, the costs of that as well,
not yet known but likely to be very expensive.
This proposal  is being looked into.

Previously, some Parish Councillors looked into
the possibility of  one of the Winscombe junior
sports clubs agreeing to rent the playing pitch,
but the small size of the pitch, Sport England
under-8s dimension only, and the fact it is
undrained, and  likely to be churned up even by
normal school use, the lack of toilets and
changing facilities, would probably rule this out
in practical terms.

There is also the fact that the playing pitch is
intended for  Sandford Primary and community
use, confirmed by the Inspector at the Planning
Inquiry.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
SNG  members are looking into possible funding
to make this playing pitch site fit for purpose, for
both  school and community use. The  stronger
alternative to what is on offer at the moment,
would be for the playing pitch to be improved,
and marked out as a ‘MUGA’, or multi-use
games area like this.

It wouldn’t interfere with the school use as a
football or rugby pitch in any way, but it would
mean several other sports could also be played on
the same pitch, benefiting the school, and also
opening it  up for maximum use to the
community.  A MUGA for Sandford has been
supported in a previous village survey.  The
alternative would be to accept that community
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use would be limited to after-hours and some
weekend use of a small fenced grassy area.

WHY CAN’T THE COUNCIL MAKE
STRONGVOX PAY FOR DRAINAGE?
Unfortunately, the Council lost the power to make
Strongvox do the drainage or fencing, or pay over a
maintenance sum,  when they allowed the wrong
Developers Contribution agreement ( Unilateral
undertaking) to be given to the Inspector after the
Strongvox planning Inquiry.  This missed out the
details about the playing pitch which had previously
been agreed with the developers, and other
community benefits we in Sandford should have had.

WHY CAN’T THE COUNCIL PAY?
North Somerset Council, like most local authorities,
are very short of funds,  and the coronavirus
pandemic has meant even more demands on their
budget and staff.  Even though it was the Council
failure to check  the document which was given  to
the Planning  Inspector which has led to this
shortfall, it is unlikely Council funds will be offered
to put right the playing pitch.  However, they do
have the power to agree to a MUGA being installed,
which would show support for meeting Sandford’s
growing  community needs.

New planning applications
A renewed outline planning application for 37
houses (20/P/1120/OUT) has been put in for
Brookside Farm.  This will be considered by the
Parish Council at the Planning Committee meeting
on 3rd August, open to the public via Zoom.  This
application offers community space, but is in outline
only, so there is no guarantee that this offer would be
honoured by the developer who buys the planning
permission, if granted.  If you would like your
comments considered, please send them in now at
https://planning.n-somerset.gov.uk/online-
applications/

Benches for parents and carers at
winnowing end play area
A big thank you to all those who supported our
neighbourhood application for a Tesco grant, and
especially to Cathy Kelly who organised the grant
application.  The
installation of
benches has been
approved by the
Parish Council, who
will organise the
ground works and
oversee the

Contact the team at sng@winscombeandsandford.org.uk or leave a
message in the red BT Book Box beside Sandford Stores

installation.  All we need now is for action on the
order, unfortunately delayed due to the pandemic.

Covid-19 pandemic  support
Our local SPAR shop continues to offer help to all
those who need it due to the social effects of the
pandemic, ( tel 01934 852521)  as does our local
COVID-19 group
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/872015633272
127/) and the Parish Council helpline remains open
(01934 844257 or email
clerk@winscombeandsandford-pc.gov.uk.
Here in Sandford we have been lucky so far in
avoiding  coronavirus outbreaks. Physical
distancing, wearing face coverings in  public places,
washing hands regularly with soap, are important to
keep us safe.

Footpath improvements
Parish Councillors have been walking the footpaths
recently, finding out the state of repair of stiles, etc,
and what the surfacing is like.    Requests for
funding for repairs and replacement of stiles will be
put into North Somerset Council at the end of next
month,  following the release of some central
government funding for footpath and cycleway
improvements.
Several of our local footpaths have lovely
countryside views, and offer a chance to see local

plants, trees and wildlife not visible from  the road.
A footpath map is shown on the next page.

Photographs taken from Sandford footpaths are
being put together and will be featured on the village
website.  If you have any photos you would like
included, please send them in.

If you would like to nominate a footpath for repair or
replacement to a footpath structure or surface, please



August 2020

Sandford News

send your comments in to the Parish Office:
clerk@winscombeandsandford-pc.gov.uk or contact a
local Councillor about this.

National grid
Announcements about road closures and traffic
diversions will continue to be posted on the village
website and via Facebook as we are notified of them.

National Grid have a Customer Services number :
0800 377 7347 where you can report speeding
vehicles, identified on the back with National Grid /
Hinkley C connection plates, or any other problems.

Sandford book kiosk
This continues to be well
used.  PLEASE RING THE
CONTACT NUMBER
BEFORE LEAVING
DONATIONS.

Space is limited, and recent
unexpected donations have
put an added burden on
volunteers, who have had to
remove boxes of magazines
and books to storage or the
tip.

Life after lockdown
The pandemic, and lockdown, with the social effects
of isolation, travel restrictions, home schooling,
furlough and now redundancies have affected us all.
Many of us have been thinking about what we most
value about our life in Sandford, and our choices for
the future.

As a village, we have the challenges of more housing
development applications, and  the reality that most
of the houses planned for us here are unaffordable to
local people, and take up the countryside which we
most value. Our  local authority has little power to
insist on developers providing  affordable homes
with good public transport,, climate change
measures, energy efficiency  measures, or other
community benefits, including open green space, that
we  need to help make our community sustainable.

Will we go back to the way things were, getting in
our cars to go anywhere?  Do we want to ?  And if
we don’t , what changes do we want to make?  There
is a national survey ongoing for the next month
called ‘Reset’ which gives a chance for members of
the public to have their say about life after lockdown:
Log on to https://reset-uk.org/ to have your say.

Footpaths in and around Sandford.  Go to http://map.n-somerset.gov.uk/dande.html and click on ‘Public
Rights of Way’ on the left.


